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Culpeper's Administration. 



From the Virginia Manuscripts in the Library of Congress. 



(continued.) 

Commission of Thomas Ludwell as Secretary of 

State, 1668. 

Charles the Second by the grace of God King of England 
Scotland France and Ireland Defender of the faith &c. To all 
to whom these presents shall Come greeting. Know ye that we 
out of the good opinion we conceive of the faith Loyalty and 
sufficiency of our wellbeloved subject Thomas Ludwell Gentle- 
man for the service and imploiment hereunder mentioned 
Have given and granted and do by these presents for us our 
Heirs and Successors of our special Grace certain Knowledge 
and mere motion give and grant unto the said Thomas Ludwell 
the office and place of Secretary of State for the Colony and 
plantation of Virginia and him the said Thomas Ludwell for the 
consideration aforesaid We have made constituted ordained and 
appointed and by these presents for us Our heirs Successors do 
make constitute ordain and appoint the Secretary for us our 
heirs and Successors for the writing and answering all such 
letters as shall be from time to time hereafter sent to or directed 
from Our Governor and Councel of the said Colony and planta- 
tion of Virginia and for the doing performing and Executing all 
and every other thing and things whatsoever which to the said 
office or place of Secretary of State for the said Colony and 
plantation belongeth or appertaineth To have and to hold 
Exercise use and Enjoy the said office and place of Secretary ol 
State for the said Colony and plantation of Virginia unto the 
said Thomas Ludwell by himself or his sufficient deputy from 
the date of these presents during our pleasure together with as 
much the same and the like fees Vailes Diets and rewards profits 
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and commodities whatsoever as any other person or Persons 
heretofore using occupying Exercising or executing the said 
office or place of Secretary of State for the said Colony and 
plantation of Virginia have had received or enjoyed or might 
have had received or enjoyed and further of our more favour 
and grace for us our heirs and Successors we will and require 
Our Governor and Council of the said Colony or plantation 
of Virg'a now being or that hereafter shall be that they will 
give admittance to the said Thomas Ludwell to be the Secretary 
of State for us our heirs and Successors for the said Colony 
and plantation according to the purport and true meaning 
of these presents Streightly charging and commanding that no 
person whatsoever shall interrupt molest or hinder the said 
Thomas Ludwell in for or from the use executing or ordering 
of the said office and place but that he the said Thomas Lud- 
well may quietly freely and peacably exercise use execute and 
Enjoy the said office or place with all and all manner of fees 
Vailes benefits and profits according to this our grant to him 
made And we do by these presents for us our heirs and Success- 
ors Grant unto the said Thomas Ludwell that these our Letters 
patents or the Enrollments or Exemplifications thereof shall be 
and remain good firm Effectual valid and Sufficient in the Law 
for the said Thomas Ludwell against us our Heirs and Successors 
as well in all Courts of Record as Elsewhere within Our Realm 
of England And also within our said Colony and plantation of 
Virginia for the having Exercising and enjoying of the said 
office of Secretary and other the premises without any further 
confirmation License or toleration from us Our Heirs and 
Successors hereafter by the said Thomas Ludwell to have sued 
for procured or obtained altho express mention of the true 
yearly value or certainty of the premises or of any of them or of 
any other gifts and grants by us or by any of our Proquitors or 
Predecessors heretofore made by the s'd Thomas Ludwell in 
these presents is not made or any Statute act ordinance provi- 
sion proclamation- or Restriction heretofore had made Enacted 
ordained or provided or any other matter cause or thing what- 
soever to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. In 
Witness whereof we have caused there our Letters to be made 
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patents. Witness Ourself at Westminster the fourth Day oi 
September in the Eighth and twentieth year of Our Reign. 

By writ of privy seal 

Piggott. 



Commission of Herbert Jefferies as Governor of 
Virginia, November ii, 1676. 

Charles the second by the grace of God of England Scotland 
ffrance and Ireland King Defender of the faith &c. To all whom 
these presents shall Come greeting Whereas our Trusty and 
well beloved S'r Will'm Berkeley Kn'tOur Gov'r of the Colony 
and plantation of Virginia hath humbly represented unto us 
that in respect of his great age and bodily weakness he is at the 
present unable to perform and execute the duties of his place 
and office which are become the more heavy and burthensome 
unto him by reason of the present war and Rebellion lately 
arisen and yet continuing within his Government And there- 
fore he hath humbly and Earnestly besought us for Leave to 
retire and that we would be pleased to appoint some other 
person to take upon him the Exercise of the powers and 
Authorities belonging to the office and place of Governor. We 
having taken the premises into Our Princely Consideration have 
thought fit and do hereby Declare our will and pleasure to be 
that the said S'r William Berkeley shall with all possible Speed 
return into England to give into us a perfect account of the 
State and Condition of Our said plantation And to the intent 
that our affairs & Service may not Suffer any prejudice by the 
absence of the said S'r Will'm Berkeley from his Government 
we have thought fit to appoint a Lieut Governor of Our Colony 
and plantation aforesaid who in the absence of the said Governor 
shall Execute all Powers and Authorities which the said S'r Wm. 
Berkeley as Governor of the said Colony and Plantation or as 
General of Our forces there might or ought to Do Know Ye 
therefore that we reposing Especial trust and Confidence in the 
prudence Justice Industry Courage and fidelity oi Our trusty and 
well beloved Herbert Jefferies Esq'r do hereby Constitute and 
appoint him the said Herbert Jefferies Lieut Governor of Our 
Colony and plantation in Virginia aforesaid Giving and hereby 
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granting full power and authority to the said Herbert Jefferies 
during such time as the said S'r Will'm Berkeley shall be absent 
from the said Colony and plantation to perform and Execute all 
Jurisdictions powers and authorities belonging to the office of 
Governor of Our said plantation and of Capt. General of Our 
forces of or belonging to Our said Colony and plantation in as 
full and ample manner and in all matters causes and things as 
well Civil as Military as he the s'd S'r Wm. Berkeley might or 
could have done or any Other Governor or Capt. General of 
Our said Colony and Plantation hath used to Do Execute and 
perform to have hold Execute and perform the several Jurisdic- 
tions powers and Authorities aforesaid to and by him the said 
Herbert Jefferies for and during our pleasure. And our will 
and pleasure is that in Case it shall happen the said S'r William 
Berkeley shall depart this life yet in such Case We do hereby 
give full power and Authority to the said Herbert Jefferies to 
do Execute and perform all the Jurisdictions powers and Author- 
ities hereby to him given and Granted until such time as we shall 
declare Our Royal pleasure and shall appoint Who shall Succeed 
in the Execution of the office of Governor and Cap't General of 
the forces of the Colony and plantations aforesaid and because 
it is necessary for the good Governm't of Soldiers in the time 
of War that Martial Laws should be Executed in such Cases 
where the ordinary Course of Justice cannot be well and safely 
attended and applied to We do hereby give full power and 
Authority to the said Herbert Jefferies when he shall by Virtue 
of these presents continue to Exercise the powers Jurisdiction 
and Authorities belonging to the place and office of Governor 
and Capt. General of the said Plantation to Exercise Martial 
Law within the said Country of Virginia by a Court Martial 
during this present war and no longer upon, and against such 
Soldiers as during they being of Our Army there shall be guilty 
of any offences usually punishment at a Court Martial and upon 
and against spies iroploied by the Enemy by inflicting punish- 
ment upon the Offenders by Death or otherwise as their offences 
shall in Justice deserve. And we do further hereby give full 
power and authority to the said Herbert Jefferies so long as he 
shall Continue to Execute the powers and Authorities hereby 
to him given by virtue of these presents for us and in Our name 
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to pardon All Treasons Fellonies and other misdemeanors 
relating to the present War and Rebellion within the Colony 
and plantation afores'd (Except only and under such Restrictions 
as are Contained in Certain Instructions Signed by Our Royal 
Sign Manuel bearing Even date with these Presents And our 
will and pleasure is that During such time as by reason of the 
absence of the said S'r William Berkeley he the said Herbert 
Jefferies shall Execute the several Jurisdictions powers and 
Authorities belonging to the office of Chief Governor hereby to 
him given and granted the said S'r William Berkeley shall not 
be accountable or responsable to us Our heirs and Successors 
for any failor or Misdemeanor of the said Herbert Jefferies but 
that he the said Herbert Jefferies shall be only accountable and 
responsable for the same. And Our further will and pleasure is 
and we do hereby declare and Grant that from and after his 
.decease Our trusty and wellbeloved Capt. Edward Picks and 
after his decease Cap't John Mutlow and from and after his 
decease Our trusty and well beloved Charles Midleton and from 
and after his decease our trusty and well beloved Capt. William 
Moole severally and Successively and after another in such 
order as they are herein beforenamed shall and hereby have full 
power and authority during Our pleasure to Exercise and 
Execute all and Every the Jurisdictions powers and Authorities 
hereby given or granted or mentioned to be given or granted to 
the said Herbert Jefferies as aforesaid in as ample manner and 
in all Causes matters and things whatsoever as the said Herbert 
Jefferies may or Ought to perform the same by virtue of these 
presents And our further will and pleasure is an We do hereby 
declare and grant that in Case any of them the said Herbert 
Jefferies Edward Picks John Mutlow and Charles Midleton who 
by virtue of these presents shall or ought to Execute the powers 
and authorities hereby granted shall at'any time or times during 
the Continuance of Such authority happen to be by sickness or 
other Unavoidable accident disabled from performing the said 
Service That then the said Edward Picks John Mutlow Charles 
Midleton and William Moole successively one after the other in 
order as they are herein before named and as such Disability 
Each of them the said Herbert Jefferies Edward Picks John 
Mutlow and Charles Midleton shall successively happen shall 
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and may from time to time during such Sickness and disability 
unless we shall declare our pleasure to the Countrary in all things 
perform and Execute all and Every the powers Jurisdictions and 
Authorities hereby granted in as ample manner to all intents and 
purposes as the said Herbert Jefferies may or ought to Execute 
and perform the same by virtue of these presents. And lastly 
we do hereby require Our Councel of the said Colony and plan- 
tation for the time being and all other Our Loving Subjects 
there that they be Obedient aiding and assisting to the said 
Herbert Jefferies and other the persons aforesaid Successively 
in the Execution and performance of all the Jurisdiction powers 
and Authorities hereby given and granted according to the true 
intent and meaning of these presents. In Witness whereof we 
have Caused these our Letters to be made patent. Witness 
Ourself at Westminster the Eleventh Day of November in the 
Eighth and twentieth year of Our Reign. 

Barker. 

These are to Certifie to all whom it may Concern that Colo. 
Herbert Jefferies did upon the Eighteenth of November 1676 
before the Lords of his Maj'ties most Honourable privy Councel 
tike the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy And also one Oath 
that to the best of his skill and power he will well and truly 
Execute and perform all matters and things which by the Statute 
made in the 12th and 15th years of his Majesty's Reign is 
required from him as Governor of his Majesties Plantations in 
Virginia. 

Phil. Loyd. 

Recod. Edw Harrison C. Con. 



Petition of the General Assembly to the King, 1679. 

May it Please your most exc't Ma'ty. 

The late intestine divisions of this your Majesties Colony 
of Virginia together with the charge ot tedious warr with the 
Indians who dayly make incursions, and sometimes murders 
upon us, have reduced us to a poore and distressed estate, and 
enforced us to interrupt your Majesties more Weighty affaires 
with this bur humble Supplication in behalfe of your Ma' ties 



360 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Soldiers* and ourselves, the first of which we have out of the 
Small Remnants of our Stock furnisht with what necessary for 
a twelve moneth past, and as in duty bound shall continue our 
care towards them till yo'r Maj'tie shall be pleased to Com- 
miserate both our Conditions, and in regard of the great losses 
we have of late sustained we hope your Royall goodness will 
pardon our Requests for Remission of all arreares of quitrents 
due to your Sacred Majestie; and for supply of the excessive 
charge we must necessarly undergoe in defence of our Fron- 
tieres, that for such time as yo'r Royall wisdome shall allowe, 
the same be to that use appropriated. 

That yo'r Ma'ty may be protected by the King of Kings 
from all temporall and Spirituall enimyes and Reigne long in 
peace and prosperity, are the incessant prayers of, 
Your Ma'ties Most humble and most 

obedient Subjects & Serv'ts. 

Virgin'a the 17th May, 1679. 



Instructions to Lord Culpeper,! 1679. 
Charles R. 
Right Trustie and Welbeloved we greet you well. 

Whereas wee have lately received an Address from the 



•These were the soldiers sent to suppress Bacon's Rebellion. They 
proved a source of much trouble and expense to the Colony. 

t Thomas, Lord Culpeper, Baron of Thorsway, son of John, Lord 
Culpeper, a prominent adherent of Charles I during the Civil Wars, 
was on July 8, 1675, appointed Governor of Virginia in reversion to 
Berkeley (see the patent, Hening, II, 565.) After Berkeley's death he 
showed no inclination to come to the Colony, but in December, 1679, 
received a rebuke from the King for his delay, and went to Virginia in 
1680, taking the oath of office there on May 10 of that year. Culpeper only 
stayed in Virginia at this time for a few months, returning- to England 
in August. He came again to Virginia November, 1682. In about a year 
he finally quitted the colony without the King's permission, was arrested 
on his arrival in England, and his commission was forfeited. He is 
stated to have been an able, but artful and covetous man. Lady 
Frances Berkeley, who was the daughter of Alexander Culpeper, was 
nearly related to him. For his administration see Campbell's Virginia, 
32* -337, and Hening, II, 458-508, 560-569. 
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grand Assembly of Virg'a dated the twentyeth of May last in 
behalfe of themselves, and our Soldiers for the payment of the 
arreares due to the Countrie, and them, and for omission of all 
arreares, and Quitrents due unto us, as likewise for the appro- 
priation of such as shall hereafter become due, dureing such 
terme as wee shall think flit for the defence of the Country, And 
whereas the Comiconers of our treasury had by our Command 
taken care to provide for their full pay untill the first day of 
July last exclusively. Wee have thought fitt to Signifie our 
pleasure unto you upon the matter of the said address, and doe 
hereby direct you to acquaint the Assembly upon your arrivall 
in Virg'a w'th the care wee had taken at your instance before 
the receipt of their Address for payment of the Arreares due 
unto the Soldiers to the time above mentioned, and for the Con - 
tinuance of the same for the future without any charge, or other 
trouble to the Country then onely to give creditt for y'r quarters, 
at two shillings per week each, untill money's for theire dis- 
charge can be from time to time Remitted, & as for the quitrents, 
that upon your Representacon, Wee have alsoe had that matter 
long before the Receipt of that address under our Royall con- 
sideration and will shortly give such orders as shall consist with 
our service, and the ease of our people there, And lastly you 
shall acquaint them that we have sent some Lawes to them and 
given them instructions to Signifye our further pleasure and 
Commands unto them, to which wee expect a cheerfull, and 
ready complyance assureing them on all occasions of our per- 
ticular care and kindness for that Colony, and soe wee bid you 
heartily farewell. Given at our Court at Whitehall the fifth 
day or December 1679 in the one and thirtyeth years of our 
Reigne. 

To Our R't Trusty & Welbeloved 

Thomas Lord Culpeper Our 

Lieutenant & Governor Gen' 11 

of our Colony and Dominion of By his Ma'ties Command 

Virg'a in America H. Coventry. 
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Commission to Councillors to Administer OatJIs to 
Burgesses. 

Virg'a By his Excellency: 

I doe hereby nominate, authorize & appoint you Collo. 
Nicolas Spencer Seer: and Collo. William Cole of his Majesties 
Councill of this Colony to administer the oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, and the Usuall oath of a Burgess to every 
perticular member, whoe is Returned elected Burgess to serve 
in this present Assembly. Given under my hand and Seale of 
the Colony. 

Tho. Culpeper. 

Speech of Governor Lord Culpeper. 

His Excellencies first Speech to the Assembly begunne at James 

Citty June: 8th 1680. 
Gentlemen 

It is almost three yeares since it first pleased his Majestie 
upon the death of S'r William Berkeley to Commiconate me 
his Lieuten't Governor Gen'll of this his great arid most con- 
siderable Colony, though to mee the time hath seemed much 
Longer haveing bin contrary to my Inclinations detained from 
you on other services by the Kings express Comands, for noth- 
ing less, should have hindred mee, besides the disadvantage of 
Succeeding such a person, I am fully sensible of my weekness 
to undergoe soe great a waight, but as dureing my absence in 
Engl'd I have not bin totally unserviceable unto you soe I shall 
alwayes continue my utmost endeavours for your wellfaire not 
onely by hindering oppressions asserting your liberties, and dis- 
tributing equall and speedy Justice, but by improveing to the 
utmost all opportunities that may contribute to yo' r prosperitie 
the effect of which you shall rather finde by deeds, then any 
more words on that Subject. 

Had not my owne desires prompted me to beginne a speedy 
acquaintance, and Correspondency with you, the King's Com- 
ands of giveing him a full state and information of this his 
Countrey which can by noe meanes be soe well don as by a 
Generall Assembly, would have oblieged me to call it, but be- 
sides those implications I have his perticular Commands to ten- 
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der you the three acts* following, which upon mature considera- 
con with the advice of the Privy Councill he hath sent you by 
me under the great Seale of England with full power to give the 
Royall assent to them, By the first intituled an Act of free and 
generall pardon, indemnity and oblivion, his Majestie hath par- 
doned all persons whatever except Bacon that dyed, and Law- 
rence that fled away, and such as were condemned by legall 
Juries, by which means onely estates are forfeitable with an exclu- 
sion of some few Ringleaders from publique employments, To 
which is annexed a clause to confirme juditiall proceedings, and 
another to prevent the Licentious defamacon of the government, 
& Majestracy, I shall add nothing to it, but onely informe you, 
that as his Maj'ty hath forgott it himselfe, he doth expect this to 
the last time of yo'r remembring the late Rebellion, and that he 
shall looke upon them to be ill men that rubb the sore by useing 
any future reproaches or termes of distinctions whatever, This 
I hope will entice those cheifly concerned therein to use. there 
utmost endeavors to express their gratitude by theire future 
comportment, and all of you to recover that favourable impres- 
sion in the minde of the best of Kings, which your unspotted 
Loyaltie in the time of the Epidemicall Rebellion in England 
and your late Submission to the then ursurped powers (the last 
of all his dominions) had justly acquired to this Colony. The 
second is an act for Naturalization to invite persons to come to 
this place by makeing the Same as Ready and Easy as possible 
To which is added a clause to confirme such bad titles as in ye 
Nonage of this Colony could not be prevented, and which can- 
not but be very usefull to you. 

The third is an additional act about the two shillings p hh'd 

♦ These acts are the first three of the session of June, 1680 (Hening 
II, 458-469.) The third act continuing the duty of two shillings per 
hogshead on all tobacco exported was made perpetual, and instead of 
being accounted for to the Assembly as formerly, was put at the King's 
disposal only. From the "second speech" it is evident that the 
Governor had difficulty in securing the passage of the revenue bill. 
The two provisoes added by the Assembly related to the repeal of 
former acts imposing duties and to the privileges of Virginia owners 
of ships. 
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& c'a which must necessarily improve that Revenue by prevent- 
ing frauds and abuses in the paym't thereof. 

I am further expressly commanded to acquaint you, that his 
Majestie haveing in Councill Concluded on the necessity of 
haveing one or more townes, in this Country without which noe 
other nation ever begunne a plantacon, or any yet thrived (as 
it ought,) and observed that all other means have bin unsuc- 
cessfull, hath in order thereunto Resolved as soon as store- 
houses & conveniencyes can be provided to prohibit Shipps 
tradeing here to loade or unloade but at certaine fixed places to 
be appointed under necessary penalties in the denomination 
whereof and all other Circumstances, that may make the thing 
practical 1, he thinks fitt to take his Measures by advice from 
hence he doubts not but in a matter of such consequence, sev- 
erall difficulties will occurr, and as little, but that on due exam- 
inacon, they will be remedyed. 

In the last place I am Ordered to acquaint you with his Maj- 
esties Letter to me (which with the acts shall be forthwith sent 
you,) by which you will finde care had bin taken before the Ad- 
dress last yeare for the Payment of y'e quart' rs and Soldiers till 
the first of July last, for the punctuall execution whereof I have 
employed two Considerable Justices and now Members of the 
Assembly to adjust Accounts between Landlord & Soldier, up- 
on whose Returne sometimes this week the money shall be paid. 
I have alsoe repay'd to mr. Auditor Bacon those Summes he 
advanced to the Gunners in their need, and have alsoe pay'd 
their quarters due any where in the Country amounting to a 
considerable summe, and dismist them the Service, being abso- 
lutelie necessary to prevent the growing charge to his Ma'tie 
but ye doeing of that hath disenabled me for the present to pay 
the arreares due in Nanzemond, and the Isle of Wight Counties 
but in May next I will see the Country paid out my own Sal- 
lary, in case by any accident, The Commissioners of the treas- 
ury should faile therein. You will by the said letter perceive, 
(notwithstanding the returne and opinion of some persons to the 
contrary) his Majesties, gratious resolution on my representation 
of paying his forces hiniselfe out of his owne purse from time to 
time, without expecting any thing from hence, but Credit for 
quarters at two shillings per week to be paid at every yeares 
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end, and yett in that Case too, I shall ease you of one halfe for 
I will pay the quarters of my owne Company punctually my- 
selfe. The other part of the Letter concernes the Quitrents, 
which I had alsoe long since Represented unto his Majestie, 
wherein as soon as he shall be fully informed of the state you 
are in, and your Readiness and Cheerfulnes for his Service and 
yo'r own good I doubt not but such measures will be taken 
boeth for the past and future, as will be Satisfactory to all inter- 
ests (that I have therein I shall never stand in Competicon to 
yo'rs) and conduce to his Majesties Service, and the good of 
this Colony, to which my utmost endeavours shall be alwayes 
readie. 

I would be glad to be fully informed of the state of affaires in 
relation to the Indians, to severall of whom on the Returne of 
S'r Jno. Berry and Collo. Morrison, I am to deliver presents 
from his Majestie, I have formerly understood it would be for 
yo'r service to Lay open the trade with them, if you finde it soe 
I shall most readily concurr, for 'tis my resolution to doe all 
things may be for the publique good without considering any 
private interest and therefore I leave it to your consideration. 

If you have any greivances you Cannot have a better time to 
offer them. All in my power shall be forthwith effectually reme- 
dyed on the place, and if there be any of a higher nature, you 
may assure yourselves of his Majesties gratious disposition to 
do ye like. 

I hope in this present cheapness of tobacco you are not 
unprovided of some proposalls for the good of the Country, 'tis 
a thing I am yett Recent in, and I am sure deserves your 
most serious Consideration. 

Lastlie I require you to be very exact in stateing the publiq 
debts, and to take notice yourselves and soe inform your 
respective Counties, that the present Levies are for past uses 
and if you please from hence to drawe a Line. I shall take care 
that noe unnecessary charge shall be undertaken nor noe neces- 
sary one but with the least expence, for some meanes must be 
used to moderate the excessive Levies by tytheables. 

I have nothing more but to desire your speedy resolutions and 
to consider that I am bound up by instructions, on reporte of 
the late Commiconers, to admitt you to sitt but a few dayes, & 



366 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

since the Oxford ffregate hath stayed soe long, I would be 
willing to give his Ma' tie an account by the Capt. thereof of 
the Commands he sent you, ffor yo'r particular accounts you 
may take a further time. But Pray Remember the Season of 
the yeare and entertaine noe Private Causes this Assembly. 



Speech of Lord Colpeper to the House of 
Burgesses, 1680. 
His Excellencies Second Speech. 
Mr. Speak' r, and you Gentlemen of the house of Burgesses; 

Your yesterdayes note is the occasion of my sending to you 
now, I was sorry to receive your first vote of agreeing but to 
two of his Majesties bills, but totally surprised with this (that 
carryes with it the aggravation of admitting a conference to noe 
other purpose but loss of time) which is totally unparliamentary, 
and will make the exercise of Assemblyes, (which as most 
necessary ought to be most easy) wholly impracticable, if not 
impossible, except the house of Burgesses pretend to the Sole 
Legislative power, which noe house of Common in England ever 
did, till first voted away boeth Kings and Lords. It lookes as 
if you could give noe Reasons (which I am sure you alwayes 
will doe for all your actions) or as if you were afraid to be Con- 
vinced. This concern's futurity as well as the present, And 
therefore I desire you to lay aside that irregular proceeding, 
which never can be useful, and therefore I assure myselfe you 
will resume the debate. 

Though the mannagers of the last Conference, have I am 
sure given most strong reasons for the Councills unanimous 
concurrence to the acts, yet since I am on this Subject, I shall 
offer mine alsoe, boeth as to the Right of the King, and the 
prudentiall considerations of this time, that his Majestie hath 
undoubted right to collect it, and by every ones Consent here 
is by his Representative the head of the Assembly, And that ye 
first act is perpetuall, I am sure none will question, now if in 
Joyntenancy, the King by the Common Lawe in force before 
Statute Lawe take the whole, much more [shall he have the 
preference, in different application of uses, for that onely can be 
the question for you may as well presume, he will take away 
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your free holds, as act contrary to the act which carryes innega- 
tive words (To no other use or purpose whatsoever, &c.) 
Twas with noe small difncultie, I did in your behalfes and in 
some sort my owne too (for my interest is Considerable) obteyne 
the inserting those words, and boeth in that and the transaction 
about the Auditor I pretend to have done you service, whether 
you interprett it soe or not, But to take away all scruples, 
I offer after the passing of the act, not only to assist you, but to 
joyne with you as a partie in a petition to his Ma' tie (though in 
noe sort I question it) that the mony may alwayes remaine here, 
that it be applyed and accounted for too, from time to time to 
the Countrey's use as the King shall direct, And that the 
Auditor be chosen and allowed as formerly, and I doubt not of 
his Concurrence to your full content, But feare it otherwise for 
the prudentiall reasons, Consider the affaires of the Quitrents, 
consider yo'r publique Creditt and levies, consider the King's 
favour in every thing you may aske even to Cessation or other- 
wise in this low ebb of tob'o and then reflect if it be Tanti for 
you not toconcurrin a thing that I am Sure the King on mature 
debate in Councill judges his owne, and will soe use it, and that 
more freely then if this act past, All these considerations must 
be layd at the dore of those that oppose it, though I assure 
myselfe, that in a business soe cleare, neither the ignorance, or 
too much or too little wisdome of any wilfull persons will prevaile 
w'th you to obstruct or retard the service of the Country which 
hitherto, (except by the Lowness of tobacco,) hath never had a 
more liklyer, and comfortable prospect, And I doubt not but 
this nights debate of yours will fully settle all business to his 
Ma'tys content, and the wellfare of this Colony which is my 
Cheifest Concern. 



Petition of the General Assembly to the King, 1680. 

To the Kings most Exc't Ma' tie 

The humble Peticon of the Gen'rll Assembly of Virginia, Sheweth 

That your Peticoners have with their hearty thanks embraced 
your Majesties act of free, and generall pardon & oblivion, and 
passed the second act of Naturalization. 
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That they have with the like zeale for your Majesties service 
w'th all allacritie passed the Act of your Majestie, Entituled an 
act, for raiseing a publique Revenue for the better Support of 
the government of this yo'r (Ma'tys Colony of Virg'a with such 
necessary and important Provisoes, as to yo'r Ma'tys generall 
Assembly here Seemed by the said act intended and most 
conduceing to your Majesties Service, and welfaire of this your 
Country. And we humbly beseech your Majestie y't the said 
act of indemnitie, the act of Naturalization, and the act of raising 
a publique Revenue &c, with ye provisoes there mentioned may 
be confirmed by y'r Ma' ties Royall assent, And your generall 
Assembly doth furth'r Represent to your Ma' tie that it is abso- 
lutely necessary for your service, and the welfare of this your 
Colony, that the office of Auditor of this Colony being a place 
of the greatest trust and confidence should should be executed 
by some deserving person, resideing here, in whose fidelities 
and conduct this Country may be Satisfyed and noe otner; And 
haveing bin informed by his Excellency of a grant Surreptitiously 
obtained from your Ma' tie of that place by one m'r Robert 
Aleway, which would have bin ruinous to this your Colony, and 
which by his Lords' ps application to your Ma'ty was rejected 
and laid aside to our great content, and for which wee returne 
your Majestie our most humble thanks, for the prevention 
thereof for the future, and that yo'r Majestie may be freed from 
the like opportunitie, and none but fitt persons may execute the 
same in whom yo'r Majesties Colony, may have full assurance, 
and of whom by reason of the distance of the place yo'r Leiu- 
tenant and Governor here is the best judge; Your Generall 
Assembly doth humbly Supplicate yo'r Ma'ty that the said 
Auditor may be first recommended to yo'r Ma'ty by Yo'r s'd 
Leiuten't and Govern'r Gen'll as formerly out of some of the 
fittest persons then resident in this Colony for that great trust, 
and noe others, and afterwards confirmed by yo'r Ma'ty in such 
manner as hath hitherto bin practized. 

And lest we should seem guilty of a great omission in point 
of duty, wee beseech yo'r Ma'tie to accept our thanks for 
dismissing the peticon of m'r Thomas Sands being highly 
sensible how great a defalcation the grant of it would have made 
in that small revenue raised for the Support of your Majesties 
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government here and for the gratious concession, that the 
Governor for ye time being should be acquainted for the future 
with all matters relateing to this your Dominion, and alsoe an 
order as favourable and advantageous to our peace against the 
importacon of the Scotch Convicts. 
That God Almighty will grant yo'r Maj'ty hearts desire here, 
and hereafter, is the Constant prayers of. 
Your Ma' ties 
Most Loyal 1, & most dutifull Subjects 

Thorn: Culpeper 
Tho: Ballard Speak' r. 

Address of the Council and Burgesses to the 
King, 1680. 

To the Kings most Excel' t Ma' tie. 
The humble Address of the Councill and Burgesses of this 
Gen' II Assembly in this your Majesties Dominion of Vir- 
ginia: 
Humbly Representing 

That the great quantities of our onely Comoditie tobaccoes 
made here, in Maryland and other your Ma'tys plantations, hath 
brought the price thereof soe low,* and thereby our necessities 
soe great, that without applyeing some speedy Remedy for 
Redress thereof your poore distressed Subjects here cannot 
much longer Subsist, And after due consideration had of all 
wayes, and meanes whereby we might releive and ease our- 
selves from this great pressure and affliction wee at present lye 
under, can finde none probable or likely but a totall cessation 
from planting tobaccoes this next yeare which will abate the 
quantitie and advance the Commod' y, and alsoe for the future 
preserve your Majestie Customes, which must necessarily abate 
if wee be throwne upon the necessitie of leaving it of ourselves. 
Wee therefore humbly pray yo'r Maj'ty will be gratiously pleased 

*The low price of tobacco, which continued for several years and 
caused great distress, led to the ''plant cutting" riots of May, 1682. 
See Henitig, II, 561-563; III, 341-351; Va. Mag. Hist, and Biog., II, 
408-411. 
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by your Royall Proclamation to enjoyne a totall Cessacon from 
planting tobacco in this Countrie, Maryland and Carolina this 
next yeare 16S1, And that we may better hope to obtaine we 
have humbly intreated his Excellency Thomas Lord Culpeper 
your Majesties L't and Governour Generall here, to present this 
humble address, and with all to Represent to yo'r Majestie the 
great distress we lye und'r for the want thereof and the advan- 
tages wee shall necessarly gaine thereby by advancement of our 
Stocks of Cattle &c, and the reduceing us to townes which this 
vancancie from planting will undoubtedly helpe forward, The 
method and manner thereof we humbly present to your Majestie 
by a byll, to which wee humbly Supplicate your Ma'ties Royall 
Assent and confirmation, Not doubting but yo'r Majestie, whoe 
from time to time has encouraged us thereunto, will out of yo'r 
Royall Clemency still encourage us therein, by granting the 
inhabitants there some immunities, though to a small diminution 
of yo'r owne Treasure. Wee therefore humbly implore you 
will be gratiously pleased to Remitt the one penny per pound 
to all that shall constantly and actually inhabitt in any of the s'd 
townes, Shipping of their owne proper tobaccoes from thence 
to any of your Majesties plantations, and one half penny per 
pound out of your Customes to such inhabitants Shipping to- 
bacco, and sending it to any your Majesties Ports in England, 
Wales or Towne of Berwick upon Tweed, which immunityes 
granted for seaven yeares, will suffitiently Replenish the townes 
with many oppulent inhabitants. The true Representation 
whereof wee hope his Excellency your Ma'ties Governor Gen'H 
will send to yo'r Ma'tie and supplicate your Majestie on our 
behalfe. And for the better advance of trade and Cohabitacon, 
wee humbly pray your Ma'tie will be gratiously pleased to give 
your Royall Assent, y't it may be Lawfull for us to inhance 25: 
per Gent upon your Ma'ties and all ffbrreigne Coynes imported 
hither, over & above their Currant vallue, with a prohibitian for 
the Exportatian thereof, upon such severe pennalties as shall be 
agreed on by the Generall Assembly, the impost of two shillngs 
p hogshead & Castle duties &c: to be paid as formerly. 

Our necessities have alreadie forced us to trouble yo'r Ma'tie 
with soe many and soe greate addresses and peticons, that 
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wee are almost ashamed to make our last addresse, which 
to begg yo'r Ma'ts pardon for the former. 

Your Ma' ties long happy and prosperous Reigne here, 
and an Eternall Crowne hereafter is the dailie prayers of 
Your Majesties Most Loyall and Obedient Subjects 
Signed by order of the Counc'll Nicho: Spencer: Seer: 

Thomas Ballard: Speak' r. 



Order for Sending Journals & of the Virginia 
Assemblies to England, 1680. 

After our Commendations unto you, Whereas his Majestie 
hath bin gratiously pleased by his Commicon under the great 
Seale of England to empower his Governor to Sumon and call 
general Assemblies for the passing and enacting such Lawes as 
shall be necessary for the publique peace, and good government 
of his Colony of Virginia, And whereas it is necessary, that wee 
whom his Majestie hath appointed a Committee of his Privy 
Councill for trade, and forreigne plantacons should be informed 
of all matters transacted by such Assemblyes for discharge of 
the trust reposed in us, These and therefore in his Majesties 
name, and by his Express Commands to direct and require you 
to send unto us a journall of the Proceedings of the said Assem- 
blies with Coppies of the voles orders, Bills, and Lawes, which 
shall be made passed or proposed therein, the same to be trans- 
mitted by you, unto us, bye the first opportunities, as alsoe Du- 
plicates thereof by the next Succeeding Conveyance : And that 
you, and othere whome it may Concerne may at all time give 
due obedience hereunto, you are to make an entrie of this our 
Letter in the books of the said Assemblyes whereof you are not 
to faile. 

From the Councill Chamber at Whitehall this fourteenth day 
of January: 1679-80. 

Your Loveing Friends 
Directed Anglesey: C. P. S. 

To the Clerke of the Assemblie 

Wincester Worcester. 

for the time being. 

Essex J. Bridgwater 
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Bathe. 


Fauncenberg. 




Cavendish. 


H Coventry 




L. Hyde 




J Ernie 




Hen Capell. 


H. Powle. 




William Blathwayt. 



Letter of Robt. Beverley, Clerk of the Assembly, 
To the Committee of Trade and Plantations. 

R't Hon'ble Virg'a this 3d of May: 1682 

Your Commands bearing date the fourteenth of January 1679- 
80 Commanding a Journall of the proceedings here &c; Came 
not to my knowledge, untill of late, upon the first reception 
whereof, an entry is made in the bookes of this. Assembly, and 
had been presented to, and read in the house of Burgesses this 
late Convention, had not Suddaine Prorogation thereof Pre- 
vented, whose proceedings your Lords' ps will best know, by the 
inclosed perfect Coppie of their Journall, a duplicate whereof 
yo'r Lords' ps will receive by the next Conveniencie, and from 
time to time as Assemblyes shall happen perfect Coppies of all 
the proceedings therein by the first possible opportunities, as I 
am assured yo'r Hono'rs Long Since had of the last Assem- 
blyes, begun at James Citty the 8th day of June 1680, Six 
Severall Copies whereof I delivered to mr. Secretary Spencer, 
(besides two to his Excellency my L'd Culpeper, whoe told me, 
he must send Coppies and Duplipates of all proceedings to yo'r 
Lords' ps and to both Secretaryes of State; and now yo'r 
Lords' ps will finde in this Journall, the Care there taken by the 
house of Burgesses to remitt their proceedings to the Rt. Ho'nbl 
S'r Lyonell Jenkins Principall Secretary of State, whereby might 
be represented to his most Sacred Majestie, the present Calamity 
and Low Condition of this his Countrey, and people therein, 
which I presume, might not have been soe ordered, had yo'r 
Lords'ps Commands bin Communicated to them dureing their 
sitting, yo'r Lords'ps being appointed Speciall Commiconers 
for that purpose, To whom being now encouraged by your 
Speciall Commands, I am well assured they will alwayes address 
themselves, and rest Comforted in the sure hopes of yo'r 
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Lords' ps Charitable assistance, as well in the Stopping the 
utter downfall of this tottring Country as the obtaining such 
gratious Condescensions from his Majestie as may tend to their 
preservation, and Releife. 

R't Hon'bl 
Directed 

To the R't Hon' hie the Lords Your Lords' ps most 
of his Majesties most hono'ble humble Devoted Servant 
Privy Councill appointed a Robert Beverley CI: 
Committee for trade and ffor- Ass'bly of Virg'a 

reigne plantations. 

At ye Councill Chamb'r 
Whitehall. 

(to be continued.) 



NEWPORT'S VIRGINIA'S DISCOVERY, 1607. 



A Description of the James River, The Country on its 
Banks and the Aboriginal Inhabitants. 

[This is the earliest description of Virginia, and was probably 
the first sent to England, as it is dated June 1st, and it is known 
from other sources that the ship Phoenix (the earliest to return 
to England), was off the Capes on her homeward voyage on 
June 2d. The exploration of James river, on which this descrip- 
tion was based, was commenced a few days after the arrival of 
the settlers at Jamestown and lasted until May 27th. These 
valuable papers have been only once printed, in Archaelogia 
Americana, Vol. IV, pp. 40-65, in i860. They are therefore 
worthy of reprinting at this time. The companion paper, 
A Relatyon of the Discovery of Our river, &c, was printed as 
above and also in Arber's Works of fohn Smith, Vol. I, xl-lvi, 
and is therefore not reprinted.] 



